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® 1. Achievements of students and teachers

Students had great achievements in the 69th Hong Kong Speech Festival. Fifty-four students
were awarded Merit while three students were the 2nd runner-ups and one student was the 1st
runner-up. Two primary-six students were awarded one Silver and one Bronze in Tang Hin
Cup. Six primary-five students were awarded Certificate of Merit in Hong Kong Inter-Primary
Schools English Speech Competition. Our drama team had done a great job in the Hong Kong
School Drama Festival this year. The team brought the Broadway classic, The Sound of Music,
to its full and was awarded Outstanding stage effect, Outstanding cooperation, Outstanding
director, Outstanding performers, and most of all, the Commendable Overall Performance.
The musical was also a Silver Certificate Winner in the International Drama Competition.
Three primary-five students formed a team and participated in the Inter-school English
Competition in North District. The team competed with 9 other schools in the district and won
the spelling competition.

This year, with the Grant Scheme on Promoting Effective English Language Learning in
Primary Schools (PEEGS), $3500000 was granted from the EDB. It facilitated the
development of school-based initiatives to further promote English learning and teaching
effectiveness. The funding was used to enrich the English language environment in school
through conducting more English language activities, and to promote reading across the
curriculum in respect of the updated English Language Curriculum (Primary) under “Ongoing
Renewal of the School Curriculum — Focusing, Deepening and Sustaining”. The team
employed a full-time teaching assistant (TA) to assist the team members in promoting reading
across the curriculum (RaC) and organizing more English Language activities at P.1 to P.6.

Teachers focused on designing interesting yet educational English activities to boost students’
motivation and interests in using English. English Week was one of them. With the reflection
from last year, the variety and the arrangement of the activities were refined. Students enjoyed
Treasure Hunt, Dictionary/ Crossword Competition, Inter-class Kahoot Competition, Lucky
Draw and Booth Games during English Week. Students’ feedback on English Week was great
(Data shown as follows).

Strongly | Agree | Disagree | Strongly
agree disagree
I am more interested in learning English. 67% 30% | 3% 1%
I am more confident in sp_egk_mg English 64% 31% | 3% 2%
through the language arts activities.
The activities were interesting. 82% 14% | 3% 1%
I am more confident in English learning. 70% 22% | 6% 1%
| have more opportunities to use English. 71% 25% | 3% 2%
I V\(o_ul_d like to participate in more English 76% 19% | 4% 2%
activities.
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® 2. Achievements and reflection on objectives

To enhance students’ reading skills and interest in reading|

RaC programme

With the funding from PEEGS, the RaC programme was developed gradually in 2™ Term. It
aimed to help students develop reading skills to read different text types of various topics
related to other KLAs such as General Studies (GS). The target levels were P.1 to P.6 as all
students should be equipped with relevant reading skills and behaviours in different Key
Stages. Students’ low motivation of reading books was attributed to the lack of proper reading
skills and insufficient parental support. With the RaC programme, students were more
motivated in reading English books with topics related to their learning in other KLAs. Their
readings skills were enhanced. Teachers developed one RaC module for each level based on a
printed book. A resource package for each level covering 6-8 lessons including lesson plans,
task sheets, and teaching aids for each book was developed. Supported and shared reading
approaches were applied. Teachers used differentiated instructions, diversified grouping
arrangements and conducted hands-on activities in the lessons. There were three main parts in
a RaC lesson, Pre-reading, while-reading and post-reading. Teachers started the lesson with a
lead-in activity to get students familiar with the theme. Students were read to / shared read or
read the text by themselves. After reading, a task related to the theme or the book/text is
conducted (e.g. experiment, cooking, making a toy animal, creating a healthy meal plan). The
lesson ended with peer evaluation and peer sharing. This arrangement facilitated students’
reading as they focused more on the language than the content. The theme for the modules of
each level is tabulated below.

Themes/reading skills / Text types to be covered

Themes
English Other Reading Skills Title Texttype | Theme
KLAS covered
Pl | 2™ Term | GS/ Animal sounds, pictorial | What the lady bird | Narrative Animal
Unit 4 — | Visual clues, scanning keywords | heard sounds
Animal Fun | Arts/ Julia Donaldson Farm
Chinese animals
P.2 | Good boys | GS/ Pictorial clues, skimming | Jack and the | Narrative Manners
and girls (2" | Visual and scanning beanstalk Adjectives
Term U2) Arts Mara Alperin
P.3 | Pandas/ GS/ Summarizing Baby Pandas Goes | Informative | Pandas
weight/ Visual information,  skimming | Wild habitat
height (2" | Arts/ and scanning James Maclaine
Term Unit 3) | Maths
P.4 | Healthy GS Scanning and skimming, | Why do we eat? Informative | My body
lifestyle referencing, interpreting | Stephanie Nutrients
(balance diet) writer’s feeling Turnbull
P.5 | Inventions Visual Summarizing main ideas, | Come over to my | Narrative Different
(2" Term | Arts/ GS | inferring meaning of house Kinds of
Unit 2) unfamiliar words Dr. Seuss houses/
Materials
P.6 | Save the | GS Summarizing skill, | Water Informative | Water
earth 2n pictorial clues Martha E. H. pollution/
Term Unit 3 Rustad Saving
water
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Based on the school-wide questionnaire (which 558 students were surveyed), students had
positive feedback towards the programme. The data is shown as below.

Strongly agree | Strongly disagree and
and Agree Disagree

| am more interested in reading English books. 83% 17%

The reading materials of the RaC programme is | 88.2% 11.8%

interesting.

The teaching and learning activities of the RaC | 90.3% 9.7%

programme is interesting.

| am more interested in reading non-fiction | 81.2% 18.8%

books.

Reading Pack Scheme

The Reading Pack Scheme gave students opportunities to read English books and let them
expose to a variety of text types. The reading materials for KS2 students were graded to cater
learners’ difference. The number of missing reading packs was low. However, some of the
teachers had only swap the reading packs a few times. It is suggested to swap the reading
packs every other week so that students could have more exposure and contact with different
books and closer monitoring is needed. According to the data of the school-wide questionnaire,
senior students had lower interests in reading English books. More interesting English books
should be purchased and some of the old books in the reading packs should be replaced.

Reading Club
Reading Club was arranged in late April to late May. The target group (P1-2) loved the
after-school class. The reading club was combined with STEAM elements. Students got to
read, design, make decisions, do experiments and develop their creativity. Positive feedback
was given from the parents. The club will be carried on next year. The target groups will be
within P1-P4.

Morning Reading Session

During the session, students were encouraged to read English books. They were also read by
the Reading Buddy, NET or LET. Reading Buddy Programme and Shared Reading Sessions
with the NET or LET were run smoothly. The P.1 students were paired up with P4-6 students.
They were shared-read by P4-6 students during morning reading session. Junior students
loved to have a big brother or sister around while senior students enjoyed interacting with
primary ones in simple English conversation. Shared reading sessions with NET or LET were
not as smooth as there were lots of announcements and class routines in the morning. Not a lot
of time left for shared reading then. It is suggested that NET who is not a class teacher/
supporting class teacher will take up most of the shared reading sessions.

Cooperate with the AT (The advisory teacher of the NET scheme) to enhance pupils’ reading

skills - Promoting guided reading in P.3

For Primary 3, guided reading lessons were conducted. The result was encouraging. Students

were streamed into four groups which served as four different task stations. Students were

able to conduct some self-learning activities and they had the opportunities to speak up in
13




English and read aloud individually. Most students’ reading levels improved by the end of the
semester. Guided reading workshops served as a bridging course for preparing P3 students to
KS2 learning in the coming academic year.

English Book Reading Award

20 pupils were awarded. Rank 1 pupil had read over 189 English books in this academic year.
The number was encouraging. More promotion should be made on this reading award to
encourage more students to borrow books from the library.

To strengthen students’ speaking skills and develop their confidence in speaking English|
Speaking lessons

The lessons could bring students in contact with real spoken English in different social
contexts. More audio-visual materials could be used. Students should be encouraged to do
more presentations on topics that would be of interest to the students themselves. This would
help them build more confidence and give them opportunity to research (read) and write about
what they learnt. Therefore, we introduced Show and Tell this year. Students were encouraged
to present in class with an object they brought to school. This in-class activity was interesting,
and students learnt more about one and other, and they practiced English listening and
speaking by asking and answering questions. Students were also encouraged to speak in
English and in full sentence in English lessons. This fun little presentation activity will be
integrated in the GE curriculum next year. Teachers also gave students opportunities to present
in front of their schoolmates. Weekly weather report and news report were conducted over the
year. News report was newly introduced this year. It was not easy for teachers to pick a good
piece of news for students (most news is violence and sad). It is suggested that News Report
sharing will be changed to Fun Sharing so more interesting topics can be covered.

English Speaking Day

English activities were organized to provide students with more opportunities to use English
in authentic contexts. English Speaking Day was one of them. It was a whole school activity
during recess, and it was held once a month, 10 times a year. Students had keen participation
on English Speaking Days. They talked to their teachers and student ambassadors and
conducted interactive speaking tasks in English. They were given a small gift and a certificate
as a complement to working hard and trying hard. Less able students were willing to try and
speak to the teachers or ambassadors that they were unfamiliar with. As a result, over 200
students were awarded with certificates. It is suggested that more promotion and more
reminders should be given to arouse interests of inactive students.

English interview class for P.6

An intensive English Interview Class was held to equip students for secondary school
interviews. Eight 1-hour sessions were organized for twenty-four P.6 elite students. The target
students were the ones who needed support in preparing for the admission interviews in
English. Students were selected based on their English proficiency and whether the students
had been shortlisted for an interview. Students worked on self-introduction, skills for
answering questions, reading aloud and telling stories. The attendance was great and good
feedback was given by both the parents and the participated students.

14



Drama Elite Class

Drama Elite Class was a great success. It helped enhance students’ confidence in speaking
English. It provided opportunities for students to express themselves in English. The students
had a keen interest in attending these lessons. They had bundles of fun and learnt a lot from
speaking English more fluently, to vocal training, choreography and singing. Around thirty
students from P.2-6 were selected to be the cast of the musical. The students did vocal training
and rehearsals on choreography. The group put on a musical in Hong Kong School Drama
Festival and International Drama Competition and had flying colors in the competitions. The
group also performed in English Week too.

Rugby English

The rugby class coached by Hong Kong Rugby Union was loved by many students. There
were 24 P.4-6 students participating. The coach taught students rules for playing rugby and
team spirit through shared-reading stories. Students had a lot of fun and learned some rugby
terminology through the programme. This programme was fun yet educational. It will be the
first on the SCOLAR ALLIANCE activity enrolment preference list.

Morning Fun Club

The implementation of morning activity time with the NET increased students’  involvement
in speaking English. The Morning Fun Club was filled with laughter and interaction. Students
were encouraged to interact with the NET through playing board games, card games and mini
games in English. From the observation of the library teacher, less outgoing students were
willing to initiate conversation with the NET. The NET will continue running Morning Fun
Club next year. Some colourful boxes will be purchased to store the board games and card
games in the library.

To enhance e-learning in English and raise students’ interest in learning English.|
E-learning materials were developed to support students’ learning. The newly developed
e-learning resources replaced some traditional pencil-and-paper tasks. There were e-elements
in each unit at each level. The use of e-learning resources also aroused students’ interests and
engaged students in the lessons. The e-learning materials included vocabulary and grammar
items, sentence making and reading. E-learning materials liked online reading exercise (e.g.
Socrative), online vocabulary building materials (e.g. Quizlet) were developed in relation to
the areas selected during the co-planning meetings. Students used the tablets provided by the
school during English lesson time to facilitate students’ learning. Teachers only used the apps
or e-platforms (e.g. Baidu) with accessibility in Mainland China for extended learning
activities which took place outside class time.

The design of the eLearning materials allowed students to direct their own learning by
learning at their own pace. Self-learning let students learn more related vocabulary items and
knowledge of a certain topic. (E.g. research at home, authentic materials, checking the
meaning of words by looking up the dictionary, mind maps for different topics). Different sets
of questions ranging from easy to challenging ones, testing different reading skills were made
available for students to work on during reading lessons. For more-able students, they could
work on the more challenging questions while the teacher could spend more time on guiding
the less able students. The teachers monitored students’ learning by retrieving the instant data
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provided by the e-tools such as Kahoot and Socrative and provided instant feedback to the
students.
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v AN $ 13,690
Ky R $ 40,000
RERIHIIE RFLE $ 140,855
+ ¥ 93T $ 13,500
R T E D () $ 34,102
Byl 4 /R E ) $ 3,495.46
B RE $ 1,892.79
FEEpuAs $ 3,500
Fefaiesz jl $ 24,000
B fEpE R A $ 0
& 3 $ 787,861.13
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