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Major Concern 2

To further develop reading workshops and enhance pupils’ interest in reading English

books :

» The reading culture in the school has improved this year with a large increase in the
number of borrowed books from the library. The total number is 41770. Compare to
last year (11952), this is a huge jump. 35114 books were loaned to students due to the
book bag scheme which has extended to P.3 this year. Books borrowed independently
by students from the library also jumped from 5110 books to 6656 books this year.
This upward trend of students frequenting the library isa very encouraging result.

> The cooperation with EDB (SBCDP) ran smoothly. It helped develop school-based
curriculum in P.2 and P.5. A number of reading strategies were integrated in GE
curriculum. Materials and ideas provided and suggested were adequate and useful.
Teachers had made good use and good adaptation of the resources.

> The focus of Teacher's Professional development this year was teaching and learning
in reading. Two core workshops were held in 1st semester for all both NET (Native
English Teacher) and LETs (Local English Teachers) - (i) Reading aloud and ii) Reading
Strategies; In 2nd semester, the team had received a workshop hosted by British
Council. The key teachers for Kids Read Project (KR) had also attended 4 workshops
about reading hosted by British Council. These workshops were useful and practical.
Teachers had positive feedback and responses to these professional development
sessions. Teachers had also used some of the skills and strategies learned from the
sessions in teaching reading skills, leading reading sessions and analysing data from
TSA and assessments.

> Reading elements were integrated in ECAs and school events to promote pupils’
reading interests and confidence. During English Week, different series and
collection of English storybooks were introduced to pupils. The book sharing sessions
were launched in each grade. LETs had introduced a book (series books) to their own
class with the use of PPTs and video clips. Those series books were displayed in the
school library. During ECA sessions and after school periods, tfeachers had held a few
groups to promote reading activities. They were Reading Fun, Sing along, Drama class,
Kids Read (KR) and Reading Club. In each session, LETs infroduced a book (procedural
text/ simple story) by picture walk and followed by storytelling and fun activities like

11



singing songs, dancing, playing games and making crafts or snack. By observation, most
pupils were engaged in reading books and participating in activities. In each session of
Sing along, LETs infroduced a song or two to the students. They then had chances to
read out loud the lyrics and sing and dance along. For Drama class in ECA session,
different reading activities such as readers' theatre and script reading and
re-writing were carried out. For KR related ECAs and after school sessions (P.1, P.2
and P.4-5 focus group), the data from pupils’ evaluation showed that pupils were more
willing to read English books and they wanted fo be read to. The result was
encouraging.

> In this academic year, teachers had tried out at least 3 different reading strategies
through GE lessons. The target reading strategies covered for each unit were
discussed in co-planning meeting. LETs tried to assess pupils’ ability in assessment
(FA/ Sum Ass) in relevant to the reading skills covered. Students' performances in
reading comprehension were evaluated in each assessment and the analyses were
discussed in after-assessment follow up meeting. Teachers had also created
powerpoints for teaching reading strategies. A table of reading skills covered for
each level will be drafted this summer.

> We had successfully joined Kids Read Project, a reading-for-pleasure project
designed by British Council and supported by HSBC. The resources provided for the
project were kept, adapted and used in different areas. The school-based reading
workshops, self-learning/ self-access session in the school library or school-based
reading scheme (e.g. EERS/ Reading Buddy/ Reading Packs) were and will be benefited
from the resources and teacher's professional development sessions of the project.

> We had ran a parent-child reading event, Community Event, with British Council on
23rd May. The feedback from the parents and all the teachers and volunteers were
positive. Both parents and children enjoyed the event and they took it as a high
quality one.

> Reading Buddy Programme was smoothly and effectively run this year. The way we
carried out the programme and the training workshop were different from last year.
This year we had fried to schedule the programme to align with morning reading
session (Thursday and Friday). 30 P.1 pupils and 30 P.4-6 pupils were selected and
paired up. The programme was divided into two phases. The first phase was in 1st
semester and positive feedbacks were received. P.1 pupils enjoyed having senior
students around and the records were clear and valid. The second phase has already
started in March. It ended in early June. In the training workshops, senior students
get o practice some specific shared reading strategies. The feedbacks from the class
teachers of the juniors were positive.

» The 'Reading Pack Scheme' motivated pupils to read and pupils have been exposed to a

variety of fext types. Reading Pack Scheme had extended fo P.3. Teachers found the
scheme useful and efficient. It saved a lot of fime from taking pupils to the library.
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> The LETs and the NETs worked together to support the children's reading in class
and used a variety of reading strategies during English lessons.

> Teachers co-planned, co-taught and tried out different strategies to teach reading
skills.

> All English teachers attended various workshops organized by the EDB to further
their professional development.

> Pupils also participated in activities such as Silent Reading of English books twice a
week and a number of reading related activities in class and after school.

> KS2 pupils learnt different reading skills such as eliminating, inferencing and
summarizing. Students were encouraged to read with feelings (to be the characters)
while reading aloud.
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